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that the sick person shall receive last. This is done ** because those who communicate with him, through fear of some contagion, or the noisoroeness of his disease, may be afraid to drink out of the same cnp after him."
By a constitution of Archbishop Peccham, the Sacrament of the Eucharist shall be carried with due reverence to the sick, the priest having on at least a surplice and stole, with a light carried before him in a lantern, with a bell; that the people may be excited to due reverence ; who by the minister's discretion sball be taught to prostrate themselves, or at least to make humble adoration, wheresoever the KING OF GLORY shall happen to be carried under the cover of bread. Lind. 249.
But by the Rubric of the 2 Edward VI. it was ordered that there shall be no elevation of the host, or shewing the Sacrament to the people.
By the present Rubric, before the office for the Communion of the Sick, it is ordered as follows: forasmuch as-all mortal men be subject to many sudden perils, diseases, and sicknesses, and ever uncertain what time they shall depart out of this life; therefore to the intent they may be always in a readiness to die whensoever it shall please Almighty GOD to call them, curates shall diligently from time to time (but especially in the time of pestilence or other infectious sickness) exhort their parishioners to the often receiving of the Holy Communion of the Body and Blootf of our Saviour CHRIST,, when it shall be publicly administered in the Church; that so dorog, they may, in case of sudden visitation, have the less cause to be disquieted for lack of the same. But if the sick person be not able to come to the church, and yet is desirous to receive the Communion in his house; then he must give timely notice to the curate, signifying also how many there are to communicate with him, (which shall be three, or two at the least,) and having a convenient place in the sick man's house, with all things necessary so prepared, that the curate may reverently minister, he shall there celebrate the Holy Communion.
But if a man either by reason of extremity of sickness, or for want of warning in due time to the curate, or for lack of companjr to receive with him, or by any other just impediment, do not receive the Sacrameut of CHRIST'S